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Summer Happenings – 2019 

"It was one of those March days when the sun 

shines hot and the wind blows cold, when it is 

summer in the light and winter in the shade." 

– Charles Dickens 

 

Welcome Waverly! 
 

When we signed up to get a West Point Cadet, we 

weren’t sure who we would be receiving.  I have to 

say we couldn’t be more pleased to have Waverly 

on the Forest for two weeks.  She’s and intelligent 

and bright young lady, who no doubt will do a great 

things – not only as an Officer in the Army, but 

hopefully the Forest Service one day!  Here’s a little 

bit about her: 

 

My name is Waverly Schnetzler and I am part of the 

class of 2022 at the United States Military Academy 

at West Point. I am from Northern Virginia. At 

West Point I am majoring in Environmental Science 

and am on the Triathlon team.  

 

 

I decided to attend West Point for the unbeatable 

leadership development program and for all the 

unique opportunities provided there. Not to mention 

getting to be an Officer in the United States Army. 

Everyday I am challenged and get to experience 

new things. I could not be more thankful for getting 

to attend West Point.  

 

As part of the Geography and Environmental 

Engineering Department (GENE) at West Point, I 

came to the Finger Lakes for an Academic 

Individual Advanced Development program 

(AIAD) which is two weeks in length. I thought this 

would be the perfect opportunity since I love to be 

outside and would potentially want to work for the 

Forest Service in the future. Not to mention, what 

could be prettier than the Finger Lakes National 

Forest? This AIAD will also expand the knowledge 

I have on how the forests are managed and the 

average life working for the Forest Service.  
 

Fern Habitat Restoration 

Broad beech fern (Phegopteris hexagonoptera) is 

on the Regional Forester Sensitive Species list for 

the Finger Lakes National Forest.  While it is 

ranked S4S5 (apparently to demonstrably secure) in 

New York State, it is scarce in the Cayuga region, 

and there are only two known occurrences on the 

Forest.  Here, it prefers closed canopy habitats with 

moist soil, especially along streams, and these types 

of sites could potentially occur in a number of 

hardwood forest types.  Fifty acres with suitable 

habitat within four forested stands were chosen as 

sites to improve habitat for this species, with the 

hope that the fern might eventually occur there.  

Improving the habitat will involve controlling the 

non-native invasive species that occur there, 

including autumn olive, Morrow honeysuckle, 
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common buckthorn, multiflora rose and garlic 

mustard.  We expect to hire contractors to complete 

this work, using funds received through the Great 

Lakes Restoration Initiative. 

 

 

Prescribed Fire & Fuels Effects 

Monitoring 

So, why are we Monitoring? 

We would like to track change of structure habitat 

and understand how timing and type of fuels 

treatment are affecting vegetation at the community 

level.  By analyzing vegetation response, burn 

severity, wildlife & pollinator data we aim to share 

results with managers to adjust fuels reduction 

options that are most beneficial to wildlife habitat.  

Fire & Wildlife are currently measuring this by a 

simple and practical monitoring protocol below and 

are collaborating with Botany, Soils, and Ecology to 

expound on composition monitoring and enhance 

desired outcomes. 

 

1.  A quick and efficient method of area 1/10th acre 

plots using panoramic photo points, percent habitat 

structure coverage, change in abundance of non-

native invasive plant (NNIP) and species of interest 

pre-post fire and/or mechanical treatments.  

 

2.  The Composite Burn Index is used to measure 

and understand burn severity which helps indicate 

the effectiveness of the Prescribed Fire treatment. 

 

3.  A forest specific Fire Effects Monitoring 

(FEMO) Template to input fire weather conditions 

and the associated first and second order fire effects 

will help future fire and wildlife managers treat 

habitat through refining burn plan prescription 

parameters (e.g., seasonality, fuel moisture, soil 

moisture, fuel size/structure, etc.) 

 

While we have collaboration across program areas 

to monitor various effects on the managed 

landscape, it is a work in progress over the past few 

years to develop practical but meaningful protocol 

and a way to efficiently collect and manage data for 

the long-haul.   

 
 

We are looking at data collection, storage, and 

analysis options and may try Survey123 or 
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Vegetation GIS Data Systems (VGS).  Esri’s 

Survey123 provides a way to geo-reference 

qualitative plot data, prompt field collection 

Q&A’s, incorporate photo series, and build upon it 

for years to come accessible through ArcGIS 

Online.  VGS offers more of a quantitative 

approach to collect, store and analyze data. 

 

If you, or someone you know of, has Survey123 

form building experience, or are interested in 

lending a hand to do some monitoring, we’d love to 

hear from you! 

 

Outdoor Educators Field Day. 
 

On May 15th Forestry Technicians Matt Kautz and 

Jim Hassan represented the Forest Service at the 

Outdoors Educators Field Day at Sampson State 

Park. Seventeen 6th Grade classes from the local 

area attended the Field Day. Matt and Jim presented 

information on the ecology and history of Finger 

Lakes National Forest to these students through use 

of quiz games and visual aids. Winning teams 

received Smokey Bear souvenirs. 

 

 
Photo-Nathan Kennedy-Cornell Coop Ext.-Seneca County 

 

Youth Fishing Derby 

 
The 24th Annual Fishing Derby was a huge success! 

Over 75 children registered for the Derby and they 

caught hundreds of fish including an 18” Rainbow 

trout, Brook trout, brown bullheads as well as some 

shiners. Every child received a prize and everyone 

enjoyed the hot dogs cooked on the grill by the 

Lions Club members. We would like to thank all the 

volunteers and sponsors who helped make the 

Youth Derby happen. 

 

Plans are already on the way to make next years 

25th Anniversary even better! 

 

 
 

Recreation 

As we get into summer, more visitors will be 

coming to the Forest and with them an increase in 

the use of our trails and camping facilities.  Please 

be considerate to all your fellow users. 

 

Campgrounds:  
 

All three of our campgrounds are now open and 

ready for use. Many of the roads in the 

campgrounds have been repaired, i.e. potholes 

filled, and other improvements completed.  

 

Blueberry Patch campground has 9 campsites 

available for groups of up to 8 people and can 

accommodate campers up to 24 feet long as well as 

an tent platform.  

 

Backbone Horsecamp has 11 campsites.  This year 

Sites 1-3 and 10 & 11 have been opened up to Non-

Horse users.  If things go well and we don’t see 

conflicts in use, we will continue this into the 

future.  Sites 4-9 are still reserved for campers with 

horses.  In addition, a couple of sites now have 

gravel parking pads, to help stem the issue of 

extensive rutting and soil erosion. 

 

Finally, a new toilet is on its way!  The single seat 

toilet between sites 10 & 11, will be replaced 
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sometime in July of this year.  A much needed 

improvement! 

 

Potomac Group Campground is open all year 

long and can be reserved www.recreation.gov or by 

calling (877) 444-6777. 

 

Remember that there is no potable (drinking) 

water in any of the campgrounds or one the 

National Forest. 

 

 
 

Trails 

All hiking trails are currently open, except the 

Fossenvue Trail at Caywood Point and a portion of 

the Backbone Trail due to a bridge being out. 

 

Due to the wet spring we experienced – and are still 

experiencing many sections of our trails are still 

saturated and muddy. Our staff is currently working 

on the trails removing blowdowns and creating 

water bars to direct excess water off the trails. 

 

The Fossenvue Trail was severely damaged by the 

August flood last year.  Repairs to the trail are 

expected to be completed later this Summer/early 

Fall.  Caywood Point can still be accessed by 

boat. 

 

Horse users and bicyclists are encouraged to check 

recent weather conditions and forecasts and to avoid 

use of trails at any time of year if conditions are 

muddy to the point of damaging trail tread.  Staff at 

the Forest are an excellent resource on current trail 

conditions, and if you find a tree down or other trail 

condition, please help us out by reporting it!  607-

546-4470. 

 

Finger Lakes Trail Conference 

 

The Cayuga Trails Club in affiliation with the 

Finger Lakes Trail Conference has trail sponsors 

signed up to check on and provide minor 

maintenance to several sections of the Southern 

Interloken and Finger Lakes Trails.  The club is 

looking for interested trail sponsors who might be 

interested in hosting sections of the Interloken trail 

north of Picnic Area Road.  If you might be 

interested in this or other volunteer trailwork 

opportunities, check the Finger Lakes Trail 

Conference website at: https://fingerlakestrail.org/ 

or the Cayuga Trails Club website at: 

http://cayugatrailsclub.org/index.php 

 

 

 

Range 

The 2019 grazing season is here and the pastures 

are stocked with bovines from around the area. The 

grazing season officially starts May 15 and closes 

the end of October. There are dairy cows, beef cows 

and a few bulls mixed in. Please be considerate 

when recreating around the pastures. If you see 

anything strange please feel free to call the office at 

607-546-4470.  

In addition to the cows being present you will also 

begin to see pasture infrastructure maintenance 

occurring, ranging from installation of new fencing, 

mowing to remove woody, undesirable vegetation 

and creating better watering systems. This work will 

be occurring by Forest Staff, the Hector Grazing 

Association as well as contractors. If you are 

http://www.recreation.gov/
https://fingerlakestrail.org/
http://cayugatrailsclub.org/index.php
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curious about the happenings in our pasture please 

give the office a call! 

 

 

Ballard Pasture on a foggy morning 

Timber and Forest Health 

Slash Walls 

Forest Service personnel met with Pete Smallidge 

and Brett Chedzoy to discuss management 

principles currently being tested at Arnot Forest the 

Cornell University teaching and research forest. 

Currently they are using slash walls to deter deer 

from browsing in their timber harvest plots. Their 

slash walls are being built 10’ tall and 

approximately 20’ wide at the base. Thus far, they 

have been very effective at keeping deer out but 

allowing all other wildlife species to move over or 

through the wall. While these methods are still 

young, the results look promising allowing 

desirable species to flourish. The hope is to 

potentially implement a slash wall type treatment on 

the Forest during implementation of the Finger 

Lakes Invasive Pest Project.  

Hemlock Treatment 

 

Over 100 Eastern Hemlock trees located at 

Caywood point have been marked to be treated for 

Hemlock Wooly Adelgid and Elongate Hemlock 

Scale this summer.  

 

Trees chosen for the treatment were deemed to be 

important in protecting the Seneca Lake watershed 

due to their proximity to streams flowing into the 

lake. Although a great deal of damage was done this 

past August by the flood, Hemlock trees adjacent to 

the streams prevented additional erosion by holding 

soil with their roots and slowing water flowing 

through the streams. The Forest continues to treat 

and monitor these important trees in partnership 

with Cornell University under the New York State 

Hemlock Initiative through the Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative which aims to improve water 

quality and habitat within the Great Lakes 

Watersheds. 

 

 
 

 

Firewood Permits 

Firewood permits are available for $10 per cord.  

Permitees are permitted to cut dead and down 

firewood along roads in the National Forest.  

 

 
 

In addition, this summer fuelwood cutters will also 

be able to cut designated standing dead or dying ash 

trees to reduce the abundance of ash along road 

right of ways.  All species of ash trees are currently 

being killed by the invasive Emerald Ash Borer, for 

which there is a quarantine and associated 

regulations for moving firewood to less than 50 

miles.  Don’t move firewood outside of the 

quarantine area at the risk of violating state law and 

increasing the spread of this invasive insect.  More 

information can be found at the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation’s 

website: https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html 

 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html
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For more information on where ash trees will be 

designated, call or visit our office. Firewood 

permits may be purchased at the Hector Ranger 

Station located at 5218 State Route 414, Hector, NY 

14841.  Inquiries by phone at 607-546-4470. 

Wildlife 

Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge 

Greg Flood and Matt Kautz traveled up to the 

Iroquois National Wildlife Refuge to assist the U.S 

Fish and Wildlife Service with a 93 acre prescribed 

burn this May. The burn unit primarily consisted of 

Native Warm Season Grasses such as Switchgrass, 

Big Bluestem, Little Bluestem, and Indiangrass.  

This partnership between the Forest Service and 

Fish and Wildlife Service allows each agency to 

complete prescribed burns more effectively and 

safely by having additional personnel on site. The 

Finger Lakes National Forest is planning to plant 

Native Warm Season Grasses on the forest starting 

next year and enjoyed this opportunity to observe 

proper management of these units using fire. These 

grasses provide great habitat for wildlife, especially 

through the winter months, as they provide better 

windbreaks and thermal cover than other grassland 

habitat. Native Warm season grasses have also been 

shown to reduce invasive species competition once 

established as they are able to outcompete the non-

native species for the resources.  

 

Spencer Van-Etten “Trip Across 3rd Grade”  

Greg Flood and West Point Cadet intern Waverly 

participated in a “Trip across 3rd grade” at Spencer-

Van Etten Elementary school. Students completed 

many units during the school year including an 

ecology unit and a scientific adaptations unit.  

The Forest was asked to come present a 

presentation that encompasses both topics. The 

students participated in a game that used some of 

what they learned about ecology this past year. The 

game was a Jeopardy style game where they got to 

answer questions based on various categories. For 

the adaptions unit they got to handle different skulls 

and bones and learn about how animals survive here 

in NY with their adaptions.  

American Wildlife Conservation Foundation 

On Wednesday, May 29th three speakers came to 

the District Office to speak about pollinators and 

grassland birds. Dr. Scott McArt, Assistant 

Professor at Cornell in the Department of 

Entomology gave a presentation on the “Stressors 

associated with world-wide insect declines”. This 

talk really focused on the main reasons why we are 

seeing declines to our insects include environmental 

factors, human factors and diseases.  

Ms. Paige Munz-Technician II at Cornell’s 

Department of Entomology talked to the group 

about the “Importance, status and conservation of 

NY’s wild bees”. During her presentation she also 

described some of the reasons for decline in NY’s 

bee population, which mirrored the reasons Dr. 

McArt stated. Paige also brought a small honey bee 

colony with her as well as other tangible displays in 

order to show differences in bees around NY. It was 

most fascinating to find out there are 417 species of 

bee present in NYS. As noted in a previous Forest 

Happening the FLNF staff and volunteers collected 

57 different species on the FLNF during 3 sampling 

periods in 2018. We are conducting additional 

surveys this summer. Look for our capture numbers 

in an upcoming Forest Happenings.  
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Rounding out the night was Dr. Charles Smith, a 

retired Cornell Professor who presented his work 

“Importance, status and management of grassland 

birds in NY State”. Dr. Smith has completed years’ 

worth of research on the national forest and has 

published many papers containing data collected 

here. Specifically he discussed Henslow’s and 

grasshopper sparrows while touching on other 

grassland species as well. 

The Forest looks forward to hosting the AWCF for 

future evening programs. If you have a topic you 

would like to hear from professionals about, reach 

out to Greg Flood-Wildlife Biologist on the FLNF 

(Gregory.flood@usda.gov, 607-546-4470 x 3312). 

 

Pngkey.com 

 

Climate Change 

What can trees tell us about Climate Change? 

Quite a lot, actually! 

But to understand what the trees tell us, we first 

have to understand the difference between weather 

and climate. 

Weather is a specific event—like a rain storm or 

hot day—that happens over a short period of time. 

Weather can be tracked within hours or days. 

Climate is the average weather conditions in a 

place over a long period of time (30 years or more).  

Scientists at the National Weather Service have 

been keeping track of weather in the United States 

since 1891. But trees can keep a much longer record 

of Earth’s climate. In fact, trees can live for 

hundreds—and sometimes even thousands—of 

years! 

One way that scientists use trees to learn about past 

climate is by studying a tree’s rings. If you’ve ever 

seen a tree stump, you probably noticed that the top 

of the stump had a series of rings. It looks a bit like 

a bullseye. 

 

The light and dark rings of a tree. Image credit: 

Flickr Creative Commons user Amanda Tromley 

These rings can tell us how old the tree is, and what 

the weather was like during each year of the tree’s 

life. The light-colored rings represent wood that 

grew in the spring and early summer, while the dark 

rings represent wood that grew in the late summer 

and fall. One light ring plus one dark ring equals 

one year of the tree’s life. 

The color and width of tree rings can provide 

snapshots of past climate conditions. 

Because trees are sensitive to local climate 

conditions, such as rain and temperature, they give 

scientists some information about that area’s local 

climate in the past. For example, tree rings usually 

grow wider in warm, wet years and they are thinner 

in years when it is cold and dry. If the tree has 

experienced stressful conditions, such as a drought, 

the tree might hardly grow at all in those years. 

Scientists can compare modern trees with local 

measurements of temperature and precipitation 

from the nearest weather station. However, very old 

mailto:Gregory.flood@usda.gov
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/big-questions/#/climate/weather
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/big-questions/#/climate/climate
https://www.kisspng.com/png-businessperson-presentation-clip-art-business-pres-203315/
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trees can offer clues about what the climate was like 

long before measurements were recorded. 

 

This is said to be the Methuselah Tree, one of the 

oldest living trees in the world. Methuselah, a 

bristlecone pine tree in White Mountain, California 

is thought to be almost 5,000 years old. Image 

credit: Oke/Wikimedia Commons 

In most places, daily weather records have only 

been kept for the past 100 to 150 years. So, to learn 

about the climate hundreds to thousands of years 

ago, scientists need to use other sources, such as 

trees, corals, and ice cores (layers of ice drilled out 

of a glacier). 

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/tree-rings/ 

 

Safety Message – Trail Safety Tips 

Before starting out, do warm-up exercises. 

Stretching gradually increases heart rate, temperature 

and circulation to your muscles. Also, after a night's 

rest, your muscles need warming. Stretching gets the 

body going and increases your flexibility.  

Start out slowly, gradually increasing your pace and 

distance traveled.  

Let the slowest person in your hiking, paddling, and 

biking or cross-country skiing party set the pace. 

This is especially important when children are a  

apart of your group.  

Plan the trip ahead of time and assign tasks that 

people enjoy. If someone doesn't cook, don't force 

him or her. The goal is to have a good time 

outdoors.  

Take turns leading the group and sharing decision-

making responsibilities.  

Hike, bike, or ski only on marked trails in 

wilderness areas unless bushwhacking is allowed 

and you have excellent navigation skills.  

Hike and travel in groups as much as possible, 

especially during winter and in hazardous terrain.  

Leave your itinerary with a friend or family 

member and check in with them upon your return.  

Learn basic repair skills for changing a bike tire, 

fixing a backpack or mending a snowshoe. 

Remember to take repair kits on your trail.  

Mountain weather is generally cooler, cloudier, and 

windier than in lowland areas. For every 1,000 feet 

of elevation, the temperature often drops three to 

five degrees. Thus, it's best to dress in layers. 

Polyester clothing worn closest to your skin will 

trap warm air next to the skin and transfer or wick 

body moisture away.  

Wear sunglasses and a hat or visor when you 

hike, ski or paddle. Snow blindness, caused by the 

sun's glare on snow, can also be caused by sunlight 

reflecting off water and boulders. Keep your eyes 

and face covered especially during your first few 

days outdoors.  

Bring sunscreen no matter the season. You can get 

painful sunburn even in subfreezing temperatures.  

Bring a customized first aid kit tailored to your 

outing.  

Develop an emergency plan before you start your 

trip. Make sure everyone knows what to do if they 

become lost or a medical emergency arises. Give 

https://climatekids.nasa.gov/big-questions/#/evidence/how-they-know
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/tree-rings/
https://climatekids.nasa.gov/review/tree-rings/old-tree.jpg
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children whistles with the instructions to "stop and 

blow" if they become lost.  

Take frequent rests or vary your pace to recover 

from strenuous activity spurts. A steady pace will 

get you there with less discomfort than the sprint-

and-catch-your-breath approach.  

Drink plenty of water. Water is heavy to carry, but 

thirst on the trail is a hazard. Take a tip from 

athletes: before a hike, drink some water so you're 

well hydrated and energized. Never drink your total 

supply between refills.  

Backcountry water supplies are unpredictable. It's 

better to arrive at a gushing stream with 1/3 quart of 

water left, than to arrive at an empty stream and 

have no water left at all. Treat or filter all water.  

Pack carbohydrate-energy bars, granola, candy, 

or fruit. They provide an instant pick-me-up on the 

trail.  

Give yourself about two hour's daylight to set up 

camp.  

Many national parks and forests and many state 

parks prohibit dogs. Be sure to keep pets on 

leashes in restricted areas, especially in cattle and 

sheep country. Bring water for pets and make sure 

they have nametags. Watch for injuries to your 

dog's footpads in rocky areas, on ice or in extremely 

hot terrain.  

Pay attention to local regulations, particularly 

concerning campfires. In many desert or drought 

areas, fires are prohibited and you must use a camp 

stove. 

 

 

 

  Office Hours 

We had hoped to change back to full time office 

hours at the beginning of May, however witht he 

present staffing levels we are going to remain 

closed on Tuesday and Thursday. 

As always, the front Foyer is open 24/7 and stocked 

with maps, trail sheets and information about the 

area. 

Dates to Remember (2019): 

 Old Home Day – Interlaken: June 8 

 Strawberry Fest – Ovid: June 15 

 Hector Fair – Hector: tent. July 25-26 

From the Ranger… 

It’s summer, and a very wet beginning to one!  

Lot’s of activity if happening on the Forest this 

summer.  We will have a  contractor repairing 

Fossenvue Trail, providing access to Caywood 

Points once again; reparing the bridge on Backbone 

trail, installing a new Vault toilet at Backbone 

Horsecamp, and doing a whole host of other things.   

We are still short four positions on the Forest, hence 

reduced office hours still in place, but everyone 

who is here is doing their best, and I couldn’t be 

more proud of them all.  It’s a great Forest with an 

equally great staff behind it.  Come check it out – 

you won’t be disappointed! – Jodie 

 

 

Waterfalls on Gorge Trail 
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Just For Fun! Just For Kids! 

 
 

 

 

Tucker Loves Wetlands! 
 

 
 

Tucker loves to explore the beautiful wetlands around his home. But his favorite spots are quickly being taken 

over by purple loosestrife, a non-native invasive species. This plant may have beautiful purple flowers but it 

grows quickly! We must work to protect Tucker’s favorite areas from disappearing! Learn more about Tucker 

the Turtle at http://www.phcwpma.org/Tucker/. 

Clipartpanda.com 

http://www.phcwpma.org/Tucker/

